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Socioeconomics and Land Use 
1.0. INTRODUCTION 
Gallatin County has experienced significant growth over the past 40 years. The county has consistently 
outpaced the population growth of other Montana counties. This growth can be attributed to the 
evolving economies of the county’s largest cities, Bozeman and Belgrade, the continued expansion of 
Montana State University in Bozeman, and in-migration resulting from the high quality of life that the 
county offers. As Gallatin County continues to grow, it is important to understand growth trends to 
properly accommodate and prepare for the county’s current and future transportation needs. In 
addition to growth, changes in land use and socioeconomic trends can help inform transportation-
related decisions, as these characteristics can have important influences on motor vehicle travel in the 
county. This memorandum evaluates baseline socioeconomic conditions and defines future growth 
projections to aid in determining transportation needs to accommodate existing and future users. 

A review of demographics is appropriate to gain an understanding of historical trends in population, 
age, employment, and other socioeconomic conditions. Understanding the composition of the 
population is necessary, as the data may influence the types of transportation improvements that are 
identified. For example, an aging population may indicate a need for transit services and/or non-
motorized infrastructure improvements, whereas the presence of a disadvantaged population may 
warrant other considerations.  

Existing land uses and potential land use changes have a direct influence on the transportation net-
work and its use. For this reason, it is important to review community development patterns to help 
understand where community conditions may be favorable for new residential and commercial growth. 
By using population, employment, and other socioeconomic trends as aids, the future transportation 
needs can be evaluated. 

1.1. Study Area Boundary 
The study area for the Greater Triangle Area Transportation Plan generally includes the areas 
generally between Four Corners, Belgrade, and Bozeman and extending south to Gallatin Gateway. 
It includes lands in Gallatin County where suburban development has occurred and will likely occur in 
the future. The triangle study area, as presented in Figure 1.1, does not include the boundaries for 
the 2017 Bozeman Transportation Master Plan (TMP) and the 2018 Belgrade Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP). Field analysis of transportation system conditions will only occur within 
the defined study area. Areas adjacent to the study area still influence the transportation system within 
the study area and the planning process will still consider growth and land use changes in adjacent 
areas.  
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Figure 1.1: Study Area 
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2.0. POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS 
Understanding population characteristics and growth trends within the study area is crucial for the 
long-range planning process. In order to properly accommodate and address transportation needs of 
current and future residents, it is important to recognize both the number of people living in and around 
the study area as well as their key demographic characteristics. This will help assure all transportation 
users have access to appropriate and efficient transportation facilities.  

2.1. Historic Population Trends  
Table 1 shows the total populations for Gallatin County, the City of Belgrade, the City of Bozeman, 
and unincorporated areas of the county over the 1970 to 2010 period. The table also shows the overall 
percent change in residents since 1970. Population data for the State of Montana and the nation 
provide benchmarks to help compare local population growth trends.  

Gallatin County has been one of Montana’s fastest growing counties over the last 30 years. In terms 
of numeric increases, Gallatin County has seen the most new residents of any county in the state 
since 1980. Table 1 shows that the total population of Gallatin County grew from 32,505 in 1970 to 
89,513 in 2010—adding more than 57,000 residents. The county’s population has increased by more 
than 30% in three of the last four decades since 1970. Population growth during the 1980s was still 
notable, with the number of county residents increasing by nearly 18% between 1980 and 1990.  

Likewise, the City of Belgrade experienced significant growth over the 1970-2010 period as the city’s 
population grew from 1,307 to 7,389 residents. With the exception of the 2000s, the City of Belgrade’s 
population showed increases of between 46% and 79% during the decades from 1970 to 2010. Over 
the 1970-2010 period, the population of Gallatin County grew by more than 175% and the City of 
Belgrade’s population grew by 465%. On a percentage basis, the city’s population growth during the 
40-year period was 2.7 times greater than that for Gallatin County as a whole and 4.7 times greater 
than for the City of Bozeman.  

Both the State of Montana and the United States (U.S.) showed population increases during each 
decade between 1970 and 2010 but the rates of increase were well below those in Gallatin County, 
the cities of Belgrade and Bozeman, and in all unincorporated areas of Gallatin County. The population 
of the U.S. and State of Montana grew by about 52% and 42%, respectively, between 1970 and 2010.  

Table 2.1 shows the population of unincorporated areas of Gallatin County increased by 311% over 
the 1970-2010 period, with significant growth during the 1970s and after 1990. In 2010, the number of 
residents living outside incorporated communities in Gallatin County was 40,184 (4.1 times higher 
than in 1970). The majority of the unincorporated area population in 2010 lived in the greater Gallatin 
Valley area between Bozeman, Belgrade and Four Corners and along the I-90 and Frontage Road 
corridor west of Belgrade.  
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Table 2.1: Historic Population Data for Gallatin County and State of Montana  

Area 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 
Change 

(1970-2010) 
Gallatin County 32,505 42,865 50,463 67,831 89,513 57,008 

Net Change (%) over Decade -- 31.9% 17.7% 34.4% 32.0% 175.4% 

Bozeman 18,670 21,645 22,660 27,509 37,280 18,610 

Net Change (%) over Decade -- 15.9% 4.7% 21.4% 35.5% 99.7% 

Belgrade 1,307 2,336 3,422 5,728 7,389 6,082 
Net Change (%) over Decade -- 78.7% 46.5% 67.4% 29.0% 465.3% 

All Unincorporated Areas  9,768 15,914 21,231 30,293 40,184 30,416 
Net Change (%) over Decade -- 62.9% 33.4% 42.7% 32.7% 311.4% 

State of Montana 694,409 786,690 799,065 902,195 989,415 295,006 
Net Change (%) over Decade -- 13.3% 1.6% 12.9% 9.7% 42.5% 

United States 203,392,031 226,545,805 248,709,873 281,421,906 308,745,538 105,353,507 
Net Change (%) over Decade -- 11.4% 9.8% 13.2% 9.7% 51.8% 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of the Population 

Table 2.2 presents historical compound average percent changes in population for Gallatin County, 
the City of Belgrade, and other local geographies, and compares them with the annual rates of change 
for the State of Montana over the same time periods. The table shows that the annual population 
growth rate for Gallatin County has typically been about three times higher than annual growth rates 
for the state over the 1970-2010 period. Population growth in unincorporated areas of the county 
between 1970 and 2010 averaged about 3.6% per year. Much of the growth in the county after 1990 
can be attributed to in-migration. 

From 1970 to 2010, the population within the City of Belgrade and in unincorporated areas grew at 
rates significantly higher than both the state and the county, while growth rates in these areas slowed 
during the 2000-2010 period. By contrast, the population growth rate within the City of Bozeman was 
lower than the state and the county over the entire 1970 to 2010 period but increased from 2000-2010 
to exceed all other jurisdictions considered.   

Table 2.2: Historic Compound Average Growth Rate in Population 

Area Last Four Decades 
(1970 - 2010) 

Last Two Decades 
(1990 - 2010) 

Last Decade 
(2000 - 2010) 

Gallatin County 2.56% 2.91% 2.81% 
Belgrade 4.43% 3.92% 2.58% 
Bozeman  1.74% 2.52% 3.09% 
All Unincorporated Areas  3.60% 3.24% 2.87% 
State of Montana 0.89% 1.07% 0.93% 

2.2. Population Changes Since 2010  
The Census Bureau releases population estimates each year for various geographies to update infor-
mation collected in the most recent census. Each new series of data incorporates the latest 
administrative record data, geographic boundaries, and methodology to provide annual revisions to 
the decennial census. Table 2.3 shows the U.S. Census Bureau estimates of current populations (as 
of July 1, 2019) for Gallatin County as a whole, the cities of Belgrade and Bozeman, unincorporated 
areas within the county, and for the State of Montana. These estimates show populations in the cities 
of Belgrade and Bozeman are increasing at annual rates higher than those during the 2000-2010 
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period, whereas the county’s annual rate has decreased slightly. Rates of population change for the 
county, cities, and unincorporated areas are nearly three to four times higher than the rate of increase 
for the State of Montana over the same time periods. A substantial portion of the growth in Gallatin 
County continues to be attributed to the migration of new residents into the county. 

Table 2.3: Population Changes Since 2010 

Area 2010 
Census 

2017 
Estimate 

2018 
Estimate 

2019 
Estimate 

Net Change 
(2010-2019) 

CAGR 
(2010-2019) 

Gallatin County 89,513 108,576 111,682 114,434 27.84% 2.77% 
Belgrade 7,389 8,617 8,979 9,503 28.61% 2.84% 
Bozeman 37,280 46,907 48,437 49,831 33.67% 3.28% 
All Unincorporated Areas 40,184 47,896 49,022 49,763 23.84% 2.40% 
State of Montana 989,415 1,052,482 1,060,665 1,068,778 8.02% 0.86% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Estimates Data, available at: https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest.html  

2.3. Race and Ethnicity  
Table 2.4 presents the estimated race and ethnicity characteristics of Gallatin County and the 
communities of Bozeman, Belgrade, Four Corners, and Gallatin Gateway as presented in the 
American Community Survey (ACS) Profile Report for the 2015-2019 period. Statistics are provided 
for the State of Montana and the U.S. for comparison purposes. The ACS data are period estimates, 
meaning they represent the characteristics of the population and housing over a five-year data 
collection period. For this reason, the total populations shown differ from those recorded during the 
2010 Census or Census Bureau estimates for years after 2010. The percentages presented in the 
table may not match the Census totals and percentages may not add up to 100%. 

Table 2.4: Population Race and Ethnicity Data (2015-2019) 

Race/Ethnicity Gallatin 
Gateway 

Four 
Corners Belgrade Bozeman Gallatin 

County 
State of 
Montana 

United 
States 

White 91.9% 97.2% 94.4% 92.1% 93.8% 88.5% 72.5% 
Black or African 
American -- 0.5%- -- 0.7% 0.4% 0.5% 12.7% 

American Indian and 
Alaska Native -- -- 1.0% 1.0% 0.9% 6.4% 0.8% 

Asian 0.5% -- 0.1% 2.2% 1.4% 0.8% 5.5% 
Native Hawaiian and 
Other Pacific Islander -- -- -- -- -- 0.1% 0.2% 

Some Other Race -- 1.6% 3.0% 0.7% 1.0% 0.7% 4.9% 
Two or More Races 7.7% 0.6% 1.5% 3.3% 2.5% 3.1% 3.3% 
Hispanic or Latino (of 
any race) 0.3% 3.5% 4.7% 3.8% 3.7% 3.8% 18.0% 

Total Population 884 5,084 8,685 46,746 108,063 1,050,649 324,697,792 
Source: ACS Profile Report: 2015-2019 (5-year estimates), available at: http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/ 

The populations of Gallatin County and communities within the study area are predominately white 
with percentages of minority populations similar to or somewhat lower than those for the State of 
Montana. The racial and ethnic composition of the state and Montana geographic subdivisions 
examined are not nearly as diverse as that of the nation as a whole. 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest.html
http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/


  May 6, 2021 
  Socioeconomics and Land Use 

 Page 6  

2.4. Age and Sex Distribution  
As shown in Table 2.5, the county’s population is notably younger than the state and nation. According 
to the ACS, the median ages for residents of Gallatin County is 33.4 years. By comparison, the median 
age is 39.9 years for all Montana residents and 38.1 years for all U.S. residents. Of the four 
communities included in the study area, the median age ranges from a high of 42.4 years for Gallatin 
Gateway to a low of 27.8 years for Bozeman. The median age is the age at the midpoint of the 
population (i.e., half of the population is older than the median age and half the population is younger). 

Gallatin County as a whole has a similar percentage of residents under 18 years of age compared to 
the state and the nation, while Belgrade and Four Corners have higher percentages at 26.0 and 29.8 
percent, respectively. The county and study area communities have lower percentages of residents 
65 years of age and over, ranging from 9.2 to 12.2 percent, in comparison to the state and nation.  

The age group from 18 to 64 generally represents the working-age population. Data for the 2015-2019 
period showed Gallatin County and the communities of Bozeman, Belgrade, Gallatin Gateway, and 
Gallatin County had larger percentages of residents in this age group than the state and the nation.  

Table 2.5: Age Distribution (2015-2019) 

Area Median 
Age 

Total 
Population Under 18 Years 18 to 64 Years 65 Years and Over  

Number Number % Number % Number % 
Gallatin Gateway 42.4 884 217 24.5% 562 63.6% 105 11.9% 
Four Corners 36.7 5084 1,517 29.8% 2,980 58.6% 587 11.5% 
Belgrade 31.8 8,8,685 2,261 26.0% 5,684 65.4% 740 8.5% 
Bozeman 27.8 46,746 6,949 14.9% 35,476 75.9% 4,321 9.2% 
Gallatin County 33.4 108,063 21,648 20.0% 73,200 67.7% 13,215 12.2% 
State of Montana 39.9 1,050,649 228,386 21.7% 631,552 60.1% 190,711 18.2% 
United States 38.1 324,697,792 73,429,392 22.6% 200,484,604 61.7% 50,783,796 15.7% 

Source: ACS Report: 2015-2019 (5-year estimates), available at: http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/ 

As shown in Table 2.6, the county and all study area communities except Belgrade have a higher 
percentage of males (ranging from 51.9 to 54.8 percent) than females. The male-to-female ratio in 
these locations is higher than the state and nation as a whole.  

Table 2.6: Sex Distribution (2015-2019) 

Area Total 
Population  

Male Female Male to 
Female Ratio Number Percent Number Percent 

Gallatin Gateway 884 480 54.3 404 45.7 1.2 
Four Corners 5084 2,788 54.8 2,296 45.2 1.2 
Belgrade 8,8,685 4,011 46.2 4,674 53.8 0.9 
Bozeman 46,746 24,784 53.0 21,962 47.0 1.1 
Gallatin County 108,063 56,112 51.9 51,951 48.1 1.1 
State of Montana 1,050,649 528,573 50.3 522,076 49.7 1.0 
United States 324,697,792 159,886,912 49.2 164,810,880 50.8 1.0 

Source: ACS Profile Report: 2015-2019 (5-year estimates), available at: http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/ 

http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/
http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/


  May 6, 2021 
  Socioeconomics and Land Use 

 Page 7  

2.5. Disability Status  
Data for Gallatin County and the study area communities was consulted to obtain information about 
the number of residents with disabilities (which include hearing or vision difficulties, cognitive 
difficulties, and ambulatory difficulties). This information is important to review since segments of the 
population with disabilities may require special accommodations for transport or unique considerations 
in the design of transportation infrastructure.  

As shown in Table 2.7, Gallatin County and the four communities within the study area generally have 
fewer disabled individuals as a percentage of the total population and as a percentage of each age 
group compared to the state and the nation.  Within the study area, disabled working-age individuals 
range from 4.9 to 8.1 percent of the category defined as 19 to 64 years of age, compared to 
approximately 10 to 11 percent of the state and national age category.    

Table 2.7: Disability Status (2015-2019) 

Area 
Number of 
Disabled 

Individuals 
% of Total 
Population 

18 Years and Under  19 to 64 Years 65 Years and Over  

Number %  Number % Number %  

Gallatin 
Gateway 77 8.7% 3 1.4% 28 5.0% 46 43.8% 

Four Corners 298 5.9% 38 2.5% 146 4.9% 114 19.4% 
Belgrade 786 9.1% 106 4.5% 454 8.1% 226 30.5% 
Bozeman 3,512 7.6% 356 4.2% 2,060 6.1% 1,096 26.1% 
Gallatin 
County 8,698 8.1% 794 3.4% 4,612 6.5% 3,292 25.3% 

State of 
Montana 141,245 13.6% 10,003 4.2% 68,348 11.2% 62,894 33.8% 

United States 40,335,099 12.6% 3,359,315 4.3% 19,912,740 10.3% 17,063,044 34.5% 

Source: ACS Profile Report: 2015-2019 (5-year estimates), available at: http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/ 

2.6. Personal Commuting and Travel Characteristics  
According to the ACS, residents in 96.6% of all occupied housing units in Gallatin County had access 
to one or more vehicles to commute to work or meet other personal needs. In the study area 
communities, access to at least one vehicle ranged from 95.2% in Bozeman to 100% in Gallatin 
Gateway.  

Estimates of the total share of workers who commute or work at home, the transportation modes used 
by commuters, and the mean travel times to work for commuters are presented in Table 2.8 for 
workers in Gallatin County and the study area communities, with statistics for the state and the nation 
provided for comparison.  

http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/
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Table 2.8: Mode of Transportation to Work (2015-2019) 

Subject Gallatin 
Gateway 

Four 
Corners Belgrade Bozeman Gallatin 

County 
State of 
Montana 

United 
States 

Number of Workers 16 
Years and Older 469 2,716 4,904 27,902 60,638 504,672 152,735,776 

Commuted to Work  86.6% 90.8% 94.2% 93.3% 91.9% 93.5% 94.8% 

Worked at Home 13.4% 9.2% 5.8% 6.7% 8.1% 6.5% 5.2% 

Transportation Mode 
Drove alone, car, truck, van 65.2% 81.8% 79.8% 69.4% 72.6% 75.9% 76.3% 

Carpooled 17.3% 6.3% 11.4% 8.6% 9.5% 9.5% 9.0% 

Public Transportation 
(excluding taxicabs) - 0.3% 0.7% 0.6% 0.5% 0.7% 5.0% 

Walked to Work 4.1% 1.9% 1.0% 9.1% 5.9% 5.1% 2.7% 

Other means of commuting - 0.5% 1.3% 5.6% 3.5% 2.3% 1.8% 

Mean Travel Time to Work 
(minutes)  28.5  19.3 19.0 14.4  18.3  18.3  26.9  

Source: ACS Report: 2015-2019 (5-year estimates), available at: http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/ 

More than 82% of commuting workers in Gallatin County relied on personal vehicles or carpools for 
transportation to work destinations, with 65 to 80 percent of commuters in the study area choosing to 
drive alone. The data suggest public transportation options are more limited for Montana residents as 
compared to elsewhere in the United States. More than 9% of Bozeman commuters walk to work, 
while walking is much less common in the communities of Belgrade, Four Corners, and Gallatin 
Gateway, ranging from 1.0 to 4.1%.  

Commute times for workers are highest in Gallatin Gateway at 28.5 minutes and lowest for Bozeman 
workers at 14.4 minutes. Commute times from Belgrade and Four Corners are 19.0 and 19.3 minutes, 
which are about 1 minute longer than the average for Gallatin County. Commute time data suggest 
residents are traveling from the Gallatin Gateway, Four Corners, and Belgrade areas and coming into 
the Bozeman area, among other work destinations such as Big Sky. 

3.0. HOUSING UNITS AND HOUSEHOLDS  
The Census Bureau identifies a housing unit as a house, an apartment, a mobile home, a group of 
rooms, or a single room that is occupied (or if vacant, is intended for occupancy) as separate living 
quarters. Separate living quarters are those in which the occupants live and eat separately from any 
other persons in the building and which have direct access from outside of the building or through a 
common hall. The occupants may be a single family, one person living alone, two or more families 
living together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who share living arrangements. A 
household includes all the persons who occupy a housing unit according to the Census Bureau defi-
nition.  

Table 3.1 lists the number of housing units that existed within Gallatin County and study area 
communities during past decennial censuses and as of the 2015-2019 estimate made by the Census 
Bureau. Overall, the number of housing units in the county increased by 32,305 units (a 288% 
increase) since 1980 with significant increases in the number of housing units recorded during each 
of the last two decades in the county. This trend is similar for the cities of Bozeman and Belgrade 
which showed an increase of 13,122 units (a 264% increase) and 2,834 (a 427% increase) between 
1980 and 2010.  

http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/
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Table 3.1: Number of Housing Units (1980-2019) 
Area 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019* 

Gallatin 
County 

Population 42,865 50,463 67,831 89,513 108,063 
Total Housing Units 17,173 21,350 29,489 42,289 49,478 
Net Change in Housing Units -- 4,177 8,139 12,800 7,189 
Population per Housing Unit 2.50 2.36 2.30 2.12 2.18 

City of 
Bozeman 

Population 21,465 22,660 27,509 37,280 46,746 
Total Housing Units 7,971 9,117 11,577 17,463 21,093 
Net Change in Housing Units -- 1,146 2,460 5,886 3,630 
Population per Housing Unit 2.69 2.49 2.38 2.13 2.22 

City of 
Belgrade 

Population 2,336 3,422 5,728 7,389 8,685 
Total Housing Units 865 1,294 2,239 3,174 3,699 
Net Change in Housing Units -- 429 945 935 525 
Population per Housing Unit 2.70 2.64 2.56 2.33 2.35 

Four 
Corners 
CDP 

Population -- -- 1,828 3,146 5,084 
Total Housing Units -- -- 795 1,331 2,069 
Net Change in Housing Units -- -- -- 536 738 
Population per Housing Unit -- -- 2.30 2.36 2.46 

Gallatin 
Gateway 
CDP 

Population -- -- -- 856 884 
Total Housing Units -- -- -- 428 442 
Net Change in Housing Units -- -- -- -- 14 
Population per Housing Unit -- -- -- 2.00 2.00 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Estimates, available at: https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2016/demo/popest/counties-total.html.  
*ACS Profile Report: 2015-2019 (5-year estimates), available at: http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/ 
CDP: Census Designated Place; -- indicates data unavailable.  

The data in Table 3.1 shows that the population per housing unit decreased in Gallatin County over 
the 1980-2010 period but increased slightly in 2019. Because not all housing units are occupied, it is 
interesting to consider the number of residents per occupied housing unit. In 2019, more than 88% of 
the housing units in Gallatin County were occupied, with housing occupation ranging from a low of 
82% in Gallatin Gateway and a high of 94% in Belgrade. If only occupied housing units are considered, 
the resulting population per housing unit rate is 2.5 people per unit in the county. 

4.0. EMPLOYMENT AND INCOME TRENDS  
As of 2019, Gallatin County is Montana’s third most populous county, while the cities of Bozeman and 
Belgrade are the state’s 4th and 9th largest cities, respectively. Bozeman continues to rank as one of 
the fastest-growing, most dynamic, and strongest economies among micropolitan areas in the nation 
and has gained a reputation as a popular area for new startup companies. The economy of Gallatin 
County is diverse with services, retail trades, construction, manufacturing, technology, outdoor 
recreation, government, public and higher education, and agriculture all playing notable roles. 
Bozeman’s transition into a regional trade and service center provides a solid basis for continued 
economic growth in the Gallatin Valley.  

4.1. Historic Employment in Gallatin County  
Employment by industry for Gallatin County for milestone years between 1980 and 2019 is repre-
sented in Table 4.1. The most recent available data from the US Department of Commerce Bureau of 

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2016/demo/popest/counties-total.html
http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/
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Economic Analysis (BEA) shows that total full and part-time employment in the county was 92,248 in 
2019 with more than 98% of the jobs being non-farm employment. Total full and part-time employment 
in Gallatin County grew by 324% between 1980 and 2019, meaning the county’s total employment 
increased more than four times during that period. Over this 39-year period, the compound annual 
increase in employment in Gallatin County was nearly 3.8% per year.  

Table 4.1: Employment Trends for Gallatin County (1980–2019) 

Employment 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019 Net Change 
(1980 - 2019) 

% Change 
(1980 - 2019) 

Total Full and Part-time 
Employment 21,731 31,744 51,085 65,353 92,248 70,517 324% 

Farm Employment 1,075 1,128 1,377 1,200 1,318 243 23% 
Non-Farm Employment 20,656 30,616 49,708 64,153 90,930 70,274 340% 

Employment by Industry  
Agricultural Services & Forestry 180 363 824 524 697 517 287% 
Mining 106 175 171 496 478 372 351% 
Construction 1,222 1,782 4,743 5,591 9,254 8,032 657% 
Manufacturing 1,325 2,021 3,118 2,648 4,234 2,909 220% 
Transportation & Public Utilities 772 1,025 1,509 1,376 -- -- -- 
Wholesale Trade 511 1,094 1,677 1,701 2,259 1,748 342% 
Retail Trade 4,311 6,263 10,614 8,112 10,361 6,050 140% 
Finance, Insurance & Real Estate 1,633 2,316 3,508 7,210 10,523 8,890 544% 
Services 4,461 8,408 15,037 26,643 39,962 35,501 796% 
Federal & Civilian Government 567 610 580 670 587 20 4% 
Military 279 404 374 447 494 215 77% 
State & Local Government 5,249 6,155 7,553 8,735 9,667 4,418 84% 

Source: BEA – Table CA25 and Table CAEMP25N.  
-- Data not shown to avoid disclosure of confidential information; estimates are included in higher-level totals.  

Between 1980 and 2019, all industry sectors in the county gained jobs, with the most notable net gains 
occurring in the services industry where the total number of jobs increased by about 35,500 jobs during 
the period. Other industry sectors showing sizable increases in employment since 1980 include: 
finance, insurance and real estate (net gain of 8,890 jobs); construction (net gain of 8,032 jobs); and 
retail trade (net gain of 6,050 jobs). The industries showing the lowest gains in employment between 
1980 and 2019 based on total increase in number of jobs were federal and civilian government; 
military; mining; and agricultural services and forestry.  

4.2. Employment Trends by Industry  
Table 4.2 presents data on the estimated number of civilian employees (age 16 years and older) and 
the industries in which they were employed in the State of Montana, Gallatin County, and the study 
area communities. As the table shows, the employed population in Gallatin County for the 5-year 
period is estimated at 62,357 with the greatest numbers of employed individuals living in Bozeman 
and Belgrade.  
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Table 4.2: Civilian Employment by Industry According to Residence (2015-2019) 

Industry State of 
Montana 

Gallatin 
County Bozeman Belgrade Four 

Corners 
Gallatin 
Gateway 

Agriculture, forestry, fishing, 
hunting, mining 6.5% 3.4% 1.4% 1.4% 3.2% 4.1% 

Construction 8.2% 11.0% 8.6% 12.6% 15.4% 22.4% 
Manufacturing 4.8% 6.4% 6.3% 8.9% 7.4% 6% 
Wholesale Trade 2.3% 2.5% 1.2% 4.2% 2.5% 1.9% 
Retail Trade 11.9% 12.6% 14.7% 15.3% 7.4% 13.9% 
Transportation and warehousing, 
public utilities 5.2% 3.1% 2.8% 3.7% 1.7% 3.2% 

Information 1.7% 1.0% 0.6% 0.7% 0.9% 2.3% 
Finance and Insurance, real estate 
and rental and leasing 5.5% 5.7% 5.3% 4.5% 7.4% 5.8% 

Professional, scientific, 
management and administrative 8.6% 11.3% 11.2% 8.7% 10.8% 8.7% 

Education services, health care and 
social assistance 23.4% 21.6% 25.3% 18% 20.8% 12.2% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation; 
accommodation and food services 11.3% 13.6% 15.3% 13.4% 10.9% 12.6% 

Other services, except public 
administration 4.7% 4.9% 5% 6.4% 8.4% 4.9% 

Public administration 5.9% 2.8% 2.3% 2.2% 3.2% 2.1% 
Total Employed Population 16 
year of age and older 512,329 62,357 28,717 4,949 2,773 469 

Source: ACS Profile Report: 2015-2019 (5-year estimates), available at: http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/ 

The employment by industry data from the ACS for Gallatin County generally supports the information 
presented previously in Table 4.1. The majority of the employment in the county and study area 
communities is associated with education and healthcare services; arts and entertainment; retail trade; 
and professional/management.  

The data in Table 4.1 shows employment by industry for jobs occurring in the county and does not 
consider where employees reside. Table 4.2 provides estimates of employment by industry for 
residents of Gallatin County and study area communities. The difference between these two datasets 
suggests a substantial number of jobs are being filled by persons living outside Gallatin County.  

Montana State University is the largest employer in Gallatin County. As of fall 2019, MSU employed 
3,474 permanent faculty and staff, and 775 graduate teaching and research assistants. Of the 3,474 
permanent employees, 2,592 were classified as full time and 882 were part time employees.1  

The Montana Department of Labor and Industry (MDLI), Research and Analysis Bureau2 lists the 
following top private employers in Gallatin County during 2019. 

 
1 Current Employment Headcount – Fall 2019, Montana State University, 
https://www.montana.edu/opa/facultystaffindex/employeeheadcount.html 
2 "Montana Labor Market Information." Montana.gov. Montana Department of Labor and Industry, 2019. 

http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/
https://www.montana.edu/opa/facultystaffindex/employeeheadcount.html
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• Bozeman Deaconess Hospital (1,000+ employees) 
• Kenyon Noble Lumber & Hardware (250-499 employees) 
• Oracle America (250-499 employees) 
• Town Pump (250-499 employees) 
• Walmart (250-499 employees) 
• 15 other businesses with 100 to 249 employees.  

4.3. Current Employment Statistics  
Unemployment rates are represented in Table 4.3 and are current as of December 2020. The data 
shows the unemployment rate for Gallatin County (3.3%) is lower than comparable rates for the State 
of Montana (4.5%) and for the United States (6.7%). Comparable employment data are not available 
for the four communities within the study area. 

Table 4.3: Employment Statistics (December 2020) 
Area Total Labor Force Employed Unemployed Unemployment Rate 

Gallatin County 69,356 67,069 2,287 3.3% 
State of Montana 530,555 506,874 23,681 4.5% 
United States 160,567,000 149,830,000 10,736,000 6.7% 

Source: MT Department of Labor and Industry, Research and Analysis Bureau – Labor Force Statistics, December 2020 (data is not seasonally 
adjusted) available at: http://lmi.mt.gov/Employment/lausCntyLabForce. Please note these Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) are 
variable and represent monthly and annual labor force estimates and unemployment rate statistics.  
U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor and Statistics, December 2020 (data is seasonally adjusted), available at: 
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf  

4.4. Income Levels  
Estimates of median household income and per capita income for Gallatin County and study area 
communities are summarized in Table 4.4. Within the study area, estimated median household 
incomes range from nearly $56,000 in Bozeman to more than $81,000 in Four Corners. Median 
household incomes within the study area were higher than the state as a whole and, with the exception 
of Bozeman, higher than the nation.  

Within the study area, per capita income is lowest in Belgrade (at $29,079) and highest in Four Corners 
(at $40,076). Except for Belgrade, per capita incomes within the study area were higher than the state 
as a whole and nearly equal to or higher than the nation.  

Estimates of per capita personal income for 2019 are available from the BEA for the nation, states, 
and counties. Personal income is the income received by all persons from all sources. Per capita 
personal income is calculated as the total personal income of the residents of an area divided by the 
population of the area. BEA data for 2019 shows the estimated per capita personal income for 
residents of Gallatin County is more than $8,000 above that for all residents of the State of Montana 
and nearly $2,000 higher than for the nation as a whole. 

http://lmi.mt.gov/Employment/lausCntyLabForce
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
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Table 4.4: Income Levels (2015-2019) 

Area Median Household Income Per Capita Income 2019 Per Capita 
Personal Income* 

Gallatin Gateway $75,583 $37,599 -- 
Four Corners $81,089 $40,076 -- 
Belgrade $59,146 $29,079 -- 
Bozeman $55,569 $32,865 -- 
Gallatin County $66,397 $36,924 $58,195 
State of Montana $54,970 $31,151 $49,747 
United States $62,843 $34,103 $56,490 

Sources: ACS Profile Report: 2015-2019 (5-year estimates), available at: http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/ 
* BEA, Per Capita Personal Income by County (2019), available at: https://www.bea.gov/data/income-saving/personal-income-county-metro-
and-other-areas  
-- Data unavailable 

4.5. Poverty Status  
Table 4.5 presents poverty statistics for various geographies in Gallatin County and comparable sta-
tistics for the State of Montana and the nation. According to 2015-2019 data, the number of county 
residents living below the poverty line (11.3%) was below the level for the State of Montana (13.1%) 
and the nation (13.4%). While the percentage of individuals living in poverty is higher in Bozeman 
(17.8%), percentages are lower in the other study area communities, ranging from 2.8% in Gallatin 
Gateway to 7.2% in Four Corners. In general, the county and study area communities had fewer 
residents under the age of 18 years and over the age of 65 living in poverty than for both the state and 
nation. 

Table 4.5: Poverty Status (2015-2019) 

Area Persons Living in 
Poverty (%)* 

Persons Under 18 in 
Poverty (%) 

Persons over 65 in 
Poverty (%) 

Gallatin Gateway 2.8 -- 3.8 
Four Corners 7.2 7.9 1.7 
Belgrade 6.8 4.6 8.8 
Bozeman 17.8 8.5 5.8 
Gallatin County 11.3 6.9 6.5 
State of Montana 13.1 15.8 8.5 
United States 13.4 18.5 9.3 

Source: ACS Profile Report: 2015-2019 (5-year estimates), available at: http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/ 
* Indicates persons with a poverty ratio less than 1.0 (indicating income below federally defined poverty threshold).  

5.0. LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT  
Land use plays a critical role in shaping transportation networks. Land use decisions affect the trans-
portation system and can increase viable options for people to access work and recreation sites, 
goods, services, and other resources in the community. In turn, the existing and future transportation 
system may be impacted by the location, type, and design of land use developments through changes 
in travel demands, travel mode choices, and travel patterns.  

The following sections discuss the land use designations for the City of Bozeman, City of Belgrade, 
and other areas of Gallatin County within the triangle area planning boundary.  

http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/
https://www.bea.gov/data/income-saving/personal-income-county-metro-and-other-areas
https://www.bea.gov/data/income-saving/personal-income-county-metro-and-other-areas
http://census.missouri.edu/acs/profiles/
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5.1. City of Bozeman 
Bozeman’s developed land use pattern has evolved steadily from the time of first settlement. The 
historic development of the city of Bozeman was centered on the commercial core of Main Street and 
later included the industrial core established around the railroad yard. The city developed around a 
street and block pattern that served residents by providing for most basic needs within relatively close 
proximity to residential areas. This pattern flourished for many years and maintained a thriving central 
core area within the city.  

The development pattern changed as automobiles became commonplace and allowed people to move 
greater distances over a shorter period. The newfound mobility served to create commercial corridors 
as business owners relocated to or expanded on parcels of less expensive land on the edges of town. 
The development of I-90 along the north edge of the city reinforced the commercial corridor pattern 
seen in the community. Commercial development, with concentrations of motels/hotels and other 
services, was spurred in areas along East Main Street and North 7th Avenue (and later North 19th 
Avenue) where interchanges were constructed along I-90.  

The periods of rapid residential growth seen in the Bozeman area from 1980 forward resulted in 
significant new residential areas on former agricultural lands that surrounded the city. This growth has 
manifested itself through numerous large residential developments, primarily on lands adjoining the 
north, west, and southwest portions of the city and through infill developments in other areas of the 
city. Residential and commercial development on lands near Montana State University has also been 
notable in recent years.  

Today, the city is seeing substantial redevelopment and enhancements within its historic downtown 
core area, North 7th Avenue, and East Main Street. This activity has contributed to making downtown 
Bozeman a very vibrant area. Rapid expansion of commercial uses has also continued along North 
19th Avenue and portions of West Main Street. Most other major streets in the city also have some 
level of commercial development.  

The city of Bozeman has increased in size over the years due to annexations. Annexations are 
typically done to accommodate new developments and/or extend municipal services. In 1996, the City 
encompassed about 7,100 acres, and between 1999 and 2007, the city annexed nearly 4,150 acres. 
As of 2020, the municipal boundaries of Bozeman covered about 13,000 acres. Most lands annexed 
since 1996 were on the north and west perimeters of the city. The City of Bozeman and Gallatin County 
have historically worked together to encourage annexation and development within the City limits. 

Over the past several years, the City of Bozeman has executed a wide variety of planning actions 
ranging from zoning variances and conditional use permits for individual properties to small 
commercial projects and pending subdivisions or annexations which have occurred throughout the 
community. Outward development of the City is also strongly connected to availability of municipal 
water and sewer systems. The City has planned for eventual utility service connections and new 
development regularly expands the service areas encouraging more development. 

Figure 5.1 presents a future land use map for the Bozeman area taken from the Bozeman Community 
Plan adopted in 2020. In general, the future land use plan for the city seeks to move away from the 
auto-oriented development pattern of the past, to promote landscape diversity and maintain 
community character. The city seeks to develop the community by implementing more focused 
employment and activity centers which can help shorten travel distances and encourage multi-modal 
transportation, increase business synergies, and permit greater efficiencies in the delivery of public 
services. 
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Figure 5.1: Bozeman Area Future Land Use Map 

Source: Bozeman Community Plan (2020), 
https://www.bozeman.net/Home/ShowDocument?id=1074. Land Use 
Definitions can be found in Chapter 3 of the Community Plan. 

https://www.bozeman.net/Home/ShowDocument?id=1074
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5.2. City of Belgrade  
From the time of first settlement in the late 1800s and through the 1930s, Belgrade experienced a 
substantial expansion with the establishment of new businesses and other community developments. 
However, Belgrade was subject to the effects of the Great Depression and, in those years, quickly 
became a quiet community centered around agriculture. Finally, after the Second World War, Belgrade 
began to see economic prosperity as existing businesses expanded and new ones were formed. In 
the late 1980s and into the 1990s, Belgrade continued to grow rapidly and today, is one of the fastest 
growing communities in Montana. Accordingly, land use in the Belgrade area is seeing a large shift 
from agricultural to residential land use. 

Although Belgrade has a longstanding history as a farming community, the increasing desire from its 
residents to grow the community, diversify the economy, and increase the number of jobs, has shifted 
land use from agricultural to non-farm uses over the years. Following the adoption of the 1999 
Belgrade Area Plan, the city started to make some major advancements. In 2004, substantial upgrades 
to the city’s sewer treatment facility enabled Belgrade to consider petitions for annexations for 
residential, commercial, and retail land uses. The approved annexations totaled over 650 acres, or 
roughly one square mile of land, which is nearly a third of the total land owned by the City (about 2,400 
acres).  

To keep up with the growth trends, Belgrade recently updated the 2006 Belgrade City Growth Policy 
which examines both historic and anticipated growth and uses those trends to provide policy 
recommendations for efficient land use. The 2020 growth policy update applies to the City of Belgrade 
and its 4.5-mile planning jurisdiction. Concentrated development is encouraged within and adjacent to 
city limits and as distance increases from the city, the growth policy encourages a continued 
preservation of farmland and open space. 

Today, the areas east of Belgrade are dominated by the Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport 
and large open gravel pits but also contain several residential developments. Areas west of Belgrade 
have a mix of residential, commercial, industrial, and agricultural land uses. The current trend is ex-
pected to continue into the foreseeable future with a growing number of residential developments.  

Figure 5.2 presents a future land use map for the Belgrade area from the 2020 Belgrade Growth 
Policy. In general, the future land use plan for the city seeks to keep growth concentrated within and 
near the current city limits and allow medium to low density development to occupy the outermost 
regions of the planning area. Opportunity sites, which are vacant or undeveloped sites with the 
potential for infill or redevelopment are also identified in Chapter 7 of the growth policy. 
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Figure 5.2: Belgrade Future Land Use Map 

  

Source: Belgrade Growth Policy (2020), accessed at: http://ci.belgrade.mt.us/planning/Belgrade-Growth-Policy2020.pdf 

http://ci.belgrade.mt.us/planning/Belgrade-Growth-Policy2020.pdf
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5.3. Gallatin County  
Figure 5.3 at the end of this section shows the Gallatin County Land Planning Map from the county 
growth policy. The map shows 10 planning designations listed hierarchically by areas most influenced 
by the growth policy. Areas that have existing zoning or neighborhood plans will be less influenced, 
as these documents must have already been created in compliance with the growth policy. 

5.3.1. Zoned Areas 
Zoning regulations for developments within Gallatin County are dictated by individual community 
zoning districts. Within or immediately adjacent to the study area, multiple zoning districts have 
prepared formal zoning regulations, which have been adopted by the county in conformity with the 
Gallatin County Growth Policy to the greatest extent possible under existing Montana State Law.3 The 
regulations define zoning types, describe permitted land uses, and outline associated development 
standards. In general, the purpose of these zoning districts is to encourage appropriate development, 
preserve valued features and characteristics, and facilitate adequate provision of transportation and 
public utilities.  

• The Four Corners neighborhood zoning jurisdiction is located immediately south of the 
Belgrade planning jurisdiction, west of the Gallatin County/Bozeman Area zoning jurisdiction, 
and north of the Gateway planning jurisdiction. The land immediately adjacent to US 191 and 
at the intersection of Norris Road is zoned as commercial use. Beyond the highway, land is 
zoned for mixed use, rural residential, low density rural residential, and agricultural uses.  

• The East Gallatin Zoning District is located northeast of Belgrade and includes a primary 
commercial district, a smaller neighborhood commercial area, and rural residential/agricultural 
areas.  

• The Gallatin County/Bozeman Area Donut Zoning District is located on the permitter of the 
City of Bozeman and includes a “donut” of county land surrounding the city. While most of the 
zoning district is located within the Bozeman TMP study area, there is a small portion of land 
located along Huffine Lane within the triangle boundary. The land is zoned for residential, 
commercial/manufacturing/industrial, and neighborhood service uses. 

• The Hyalite Zoning District is located south of Bozeman at the southern border of the study 
area and includes areas designated for rural residential developments at varying densities as 
well as neighborhood commercial, agricultural, and parks/open space. 

• Middle Cottonwood, Wheatland Hills, and Zoning District #6 are located east and south of 
the East Gallatin district. They include areas designated for residential suburban, rural 
residential, agricultural, and conservation easements.  

• Bozeman Pass, Bridger Canyon, and Bear Canyon Zoning Districts are located on the 
eastern edge of the triangle study area and include land zoned for residential, recreation, 
forestry, agriculture, light commercial. and public land/institutional uses. 

• Sypes Canyon Zoning Districts #1 and #2 are located immediately south of the Middle 
Cottonwood district and adjacent to the study area. They include areas designated for 
residential suburban and agriculture suburban developments at varying densities as well as 
conservation easements and public lands.  

• Zoning District #1 is located within the Bozeman TMP boundary but includes county lands 
that are not annexed into the city. The lands are zoned primarily for residential use, but two 
locations are zoned for light business use. 

• The River Rock Zoning District is located within the Belgrade LRTP boundary, immediately 
west of Belgrade city limits and Interstate 90 and includes designated areas for community 

 
3 Gallatin County, Zoning District Information, accessed November 2020, 
https://gallatincomt.virtualtownhall.net/planning-community-development/pages/zoning-district-information 

https://gallatincomt.virtualtownhall.net/planning-community-development/pages/zoning-district-information
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business and a mixture of single family, town house, manufactured home, and apartment 
residential developments.  

5.3.2. Other Developed Areas 
Other areas within Gallatin County do not have formal zoning designations but do define desired land 
uses and zoning guidelines for the area. The land uses are assigned and administered through 
neighborhood or community plans and set a broad direction for how the community wants to develop 
in the future. While a neighborhood plan is not regulatory, it does provide greater specificity for 
development. These plans may influence formal zoning designations in the future.  

• The Gallatin Gateway area currently does not have a designated zoning district, but land uses 
in the area are assigned and administered through the Gallatin Gateway Community Plan. The 
Gallatin Gateway neighborhood planning area is located in the southwestern portion of the 
study area. Designated land uses include the primary central business district core, a mixture 
of commercial uses along the US 191 highway corridor, rural residential, and agricultural uses. 
Zoning is currently being considered in the Gallatin Gateway area.  

• The Gooch Hill West area overlaps the western edge of the Gallatin County/Bozeman Area 
Donut zoning jurisdiction. It does not have a designated zoning district, but land uses in the 
area are assigned and administered through the Gooch Hill West Neighborhood Plan. In 
addition to identifying existing land uses, a future land use map identifies a community core, 
retail areas, mixed industrial/commercial, and residential development at low, medium, and 
high densities.    

• The Triangle area is loosely described as the area between Bozeman, Four Corners, and 
Belgrade. The Planning Coordination Committee (PCC) recently developed the Triangle 
Community Plan to coordinate land use development patterns in the Gallatin Valley. The 
triangle boundary overlaps the Four Corners, Gallatin County/Bozeman Area Donut, River 
Rock, and Zoning District #1 jurisdictions as well as the Bozeman TMP and Belgrade LRTP 
planning areas. The PCC acts in an advisory nature only, without any authority over planning-
related decisions in any of the participating jurisdictions.  
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Figure 5.3: Land Planning 

Source: Draft Gallatin County Growth Policy 
(2021), https://envisiongallatin.com /.  

https://envisiongallatin.com/
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6.0. FUTURE PROJECTIONS  
Projections are estimates of the population for future dates. They illustrate reasonable approximations 
of future population based on assumptions about current or expected demographic trends. Population 
projections (along with forecasts of the number of future housing units and employment conditions) 
are used to help predict future travel patterns and assess the performance of the transportation 
system. 

6.1. Population and Housing Projections 
Population and housing totals are used to help determine where vehicle trips are originating within the 
study area. Residential growth is best represented by reporting housing units.  

6.1.1. Gallatin County 
Several sources of population projections for Gallatin County were examined to help understand po-
tential growth within the county. These sources consisted of both published community planning 
documents and recognized sources for demographic projections. These projections are briefly 
discussed in the following paragraphs and are summarized in Table 6.1.  

• Greater Bozeman Area Transportation Plan (2007 Update) 
• Bozeman Transportation Master Plan (2017) 
• Belgrade Long Range Transportation Plan (2018) 
• Bozeman Community Plan (2020) 
• Gallatin County Growth Policy (2021) 
• Regional Economic Models, Inc.  
• Woods & Poole Economics, Inc. (W&P) 

The Greater Bozeman Area Transportation Plan (2007 Update) included projections of the county’s 
population through the year 2030 based on Low, Moderate, and High growth scenarios. The Low 
Growth scenario reflected fairly flat population trends, like those experienced during the 1980s. The 
Moderate Growth scenario reflected projections prepared for Gallatin County by W&P. The High 
Growth scenario was established to reflect population growth trends seen between 1990 and 2005. 
The Transportation Plan projected the following 2030 populations for Gallatin County: 117,824 
residents (Low Growth), 135,986 residents (Moderate Growth), and 163,863 residents (High Growth). 
The Moderate Growth scenario was identified as the most likely to occur and its associated population 
and employment projections were used as the basis for transportation modeling for the 2007 plan.  

The Bozeman TMP and Belgrade LRTP provided 2040 population projections for Gallatin County. The 
plans predicted the county will have 176,191 and 177,477 residents by the year 2040, respectively. 
These projections reflected W&P data available at the time.  

Appendix D of the Bozeman Community Plan approved in 2020 includes a section devoted to popula-
tion projections for both Gallatin County and the City of Bozeman. The sources of the projections were 
identified as the 2018 Demographic and Real Estate Market Assessment developed by Economic & 
Planning Systems, Inc. (EPS). If current trends continue, the plan estimates Gallatin County will grow 
by nearly 55,000 people from 2017 through 2045 with about half of the growth likely to occur in the 
City of Bozeman. This translates to a population increase of almost 2,000 people per year at an annual 
rate of 1.52 percent. 

The draft 2021 Gallatin County Growth Policy projected the county’s population through the year 2040. 
The growth policy showed a population of 89,513 for the year 2010 and projected the county’s 
population to the year 2040 using three different growth scenarios. The low growth scenario, which 
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also reflects data from EPS, estimates the county’s population to be 151,200 by 2040. The moderate 
and high growth scenarios estimate the 2040 population to be 187,760 and 217,272, respectively. 

In July 2019, the CEIC released projections developed by Regional Economic Models, Inc. (eREMI)4 
which provided complete annual demographic forecasts through the year 2060 for the State of 
Montana and each county. The eREMI model projects Gallatin County’s population to be 163,460 by 
the year 2040. This projection suggests the county’s population would be more than 82% higher than 
the population at the time of the 2010 Census, representing a 30-year increase of 73,857 people. 

W&P produces long-term economic and demographic projections for every county in the U.S. The 
W&P database for Gallatin County includes population projections through 2050 and projects the 
county’s population to be 151,497 by 2040. This projection suggests the county’s population would be 
about 69% higher than it was in 2010. The projection represents a 30-year increase of 61,894 people 
over the 2010 estimate and a compound annual increase in population of 1.77% over the 30-year 
period.  

Table 6.1: Population Projections for Gallatin County 
Estimate or Projection Source 2010 2019 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 CAGR* 
U.S. Census Bureau Vintage 
2020 Estimates*** 89,513 114,472 116,806 -- -- -- 198,895**  2.70% 

Greater Bozeman Area Transportation Plan (2007) 
Low Growth Projection 84,935 -- 100,037 108,567 117,824 -- 138,774**  1.65% 
Moderate Growth Projection 87,406 -- 109,023 121,760 135,986 -- 169,618**  2.23% 
High Growth Projection 90,727 -- 121,930 141,350 163,863 -- 220,218**  3.00% 

Bozeman TMP (2017) 89,513 -- -- -- -- -- 176,191 2.28% 
Belgrade LRTP  
(W&P Obtained in 2017) 89,513 110,885 113,574 -- -- -- 177,477 2.31% 

Bozeman Community Plan 
(EPS Obtained in 2018)  89,631 -- 111,741 -- 133,081 -- 151,228  1.76% 

Gallatin County Growth Policy  
Low Growth Projection 89,513 -- 111,876 -- 133,100 -- 151,200 1.76% 
Moderate Growth Projection 89,513 -- 114,584 -- 146,677 -- 187,760 2.50% 
High Growth Projection 89,513 -- 120,298 -- 161,670 -- 217,272 3.00% 

eREMI Model  89,603 116,438 120,342 137,083 149,582 157,860 163,460 2.02% 
W&P (Obtained in 2020) 89,603 111,412 113,224 122,543 132,129 141,816 151,497 1.77% 
Greater Triangle Area 
Transportation Plan 89,513 -- 114,584 -- 146,667 -- 187,760 2.50% 

* CAGR calculated using 2010 population totals and latest future population projections. 
**Estimated using CAGR applied to latest available population estimate.  
*** With each annual release of population estimates, the Population Estimates Program revises and updates the entire time series of 
estimates from April 1, 2010 to July 1 of the current year, which is referred to as the vintage year. The population estimate at any given time 
point starts with a population base (the last decennial census or the previous point in the time series), adds births, subtracts deaths, and adds 
net migration (both international and domestic).Data accessed May 4, 2021 at https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest/technical-
documentation/research/evaluation-estimates.html  

For purposes of the Greater Triangle Area Transportation Plan, the moderate growth projection (2.5 
percent growth rate) from the Gallatin County Growth Policy was selected as the preferred population 

 
4 MT Dept of Commerce, Census & Economic Information Center (CEIC), accessed December 2020, 
https://mtdoc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=afafec8e05294d32b3143d71979bfb8e 
 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest/technical-documentation/research/evaluation-estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest/technical-documentation/research/evaluation-estimates.html
https://mtdoc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=afafec8e05294d32b3143d71979bfb8e
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projection for the county. Input from the county suggests that population growth has historically 
outpaced projections and, therefore, a higher growth rate is preferred. This growth rate is similar to 
the W&P projection that was used for the Belgrade LRTP.  

6.1.2. Greater Triangle Study Area 
The share of the population living within the transportation plan study area was estimated using 2010 
Decennial Census population data. GIS analysis was used to identify the total population within all 
census blocks entirely within or crossed by the study area boundary. The census blocks contained 
within the Bozeman TMP and Belgrade LRTP boundaries were excluded from the analysis. This 
analysis established the triangle study area population to be 8,008 in 2010 accounting for about 9 
percent of the county’s total population. To determine current data for the transportation plan, the 2010 
population totals were increased to represent 2020 existing conditions, which will herein be referred 
to as the “baseline conditions.”  

The 2020 baseline conditions for the study area use the population estimate for Gallatin County 
provided by W&P, which was factored down based upon the percentage of the county’s total 
population within the triangle study area in the year 2010 (9% as mentioned previously). This percent 
distribution of the county’s population within the study area was then carried forward for future 
projections, being held constant through the year 2040. Table 6.2 shows the projected population of 
the study area through the year 2040, which is forecasted to be nearly 17,000 residents.  

Housing units distribute people throughout the roadway network to their desired destinations. They 
represent the population and act as a hub for traffic within the network. Having a realistic value for 
number of people per housing unit helps distribute the traffic more accurately. However, it is often 
quite difficult to precisely represent the population through housing units. This is in part because the 
number of people per housing units varies based on location and can change at any time. 

According to the 2010 Census, Gallatin County had 89,513 residents distributed among 42,289 
housing units. Within the study area, the GIS analysis shows a population of 8,008 distributed among 
3,408 housing units. The number of occupants per housing unit under baseline conditions is 2.12 and 
2.35, respectively, for Gallatin County and the study area. The number of housing units for the 2020 
baseline condition was calculated using the 2020 county population total from the Gallatin County 
Growth Policy moderate growth projection and the occupancy factors from the 2010 Census. This 
calculation results in a total of 54,133 housing units in the county and 4,363 housing units within the 
study area.  

The number of housing units within Gallatin County and the study area by the year 2040 was again 
determined by dividing the total populations for these geographies by their respective occupancy 
factors. Under the moderate growth scenario (2.5%), applying the 2010 occupancy rate to the 
projected 2040 population for Gallatin County results in 88,704 housing units, an increase of 34,571 
from 2020. For the study area, an increase of 2,786 housing units is projected from 2020 to 2040.  

Table 6.2 provides the population and housing unit projections for the study area. For reference, the 
population and housing units for the Bozeman TMP and Belgrade LRTP have also been provided for 
each of the scenarios. According to the 2010 Census, the Bozeman and Belgrade areas accounted 
for about 56 and 17 percent of the Gallatin County’s population, respectively. Identifying both the 
volume and the location of Bozeman and Belgrade growth can help establish a greater understanding 
of travel characteristics within the greater triangle study area.  

The data in Table 6.2 for the Bozeman TMP and Belgrade LRTP study areas are directly related to 
the census blocks used to conduct land use forecasts in the respective transportation plans. The future 
population estimates were calculated by multiplying the Gallatin County population estimates by the 
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percentage of the county population that was located in the Bozeman and Belgrade study areas, 
respectively, in 2010.  

Table 6.2: 2040 Population and Housing Unit Projections 

Area 2010 (Census) 2020 (Baseline) 2040  
(2.5% Growth) 

Net Change 
(2020-2040) 

GALLATIN COUNTY TOTAL 
Population    89,513  114,584 187,760 73,176  

Housing Units    42,289  54,133 88,704 34,571  
Population per Housing Unit 2.12 

GREATER TRIANGLE STUDY AREA* 
Population 8,008 13,553 16,797 6,546 

Housing Units 3,408 5,768 7,149 2,786 
Population per Housing Unit 2.35 

BELGRADE LRTP STUDY AREA 
Population 15,722 20,125 32,978 12,853 

Housing Units 6,373 8,158 13,368 5,210 
Population per Housing Unit 2.47 

BOZEMAN TMP STUDY AREA 
Population 49,814 63,766 104,488 40,722 

Housing Units 22,783 29,164 47,789 18,625 
Population per Housing Unit 2.19 

OUTSIDE STUDY AREAS** 
Population  15,969 20,442 33,496 13,055  

Housing Units  9,725  12,449 20,399  7,950 
Population per Housing Unit 1.64 

* The Greater Triangle Study Area projections exclude the population and housing units within the Belgrade LRTP 
and Bozeman TMP boundaries.  
** The Outside Study Areas projection includes all areas within Gallatin County except those areas that are within the 
Bozeman TMP, Belgrade LRTP, and triangle study areas. 

6.2. Employment Projections 
Employment numbers are used to help determine where vehicle traffic is distributed within the roadway 
network. Places with high levels of employment will tend to generate high levels of vehicle traffic.  

6.2.1. Gallatin County 
Several sources of employment projections for Gallatin County were examined to help understand 
potential growth within the county. These sources included historic data from MDLI, BEA, EPS, and 
W&P. Table 6.3 presents available employment data for Gallatin County over the 2010 to 2040 period. 
In 2010, the total employment for Gallatin County was estimated to be 65,353. Future employment 
projections for Gallatin County to the year 2050 are available from W&P. The W&P projections 
prepared in 2017, which were used for the Belgrade LRTP, predicted that there would be 133,962 jobs 
in the county by 2040. Comparatively, current (2020) W&P projections predict that total employment 
in the county may reach 139,639 by 2040. This represents an average increase in employment of 
approximately 3.2% to 3.6% per year over the 2010-2040 period using the 2017 and 2020 W&P 
projections, respectively. The projections provided by EPS in 2018 estimate that the employment in 
the county will be 115,845 by 2040. These projections were used in both the Bozeman Community 
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Plan and the Gallatin County Growth Policy. All of these projections clearly suggest Gallatin County 
will continue to see steady and significant job growth in the future.  

Table 6.3: Employment Projections to 2040 for Gallatin County 
Estimate or Projection Source 2010 2019 2020 2040 CAGR* 

W&P (Obtained in 2020) 65,353 89,661 91,746 139,639 2.56% 
W&P (Obtained in 2017) 65,399 86,651 88,706 133,962 2.42% 
EPS (Obtained in 2018) 65,399 -- 85,597 115,845 1.92% 
US BEA 65,353 92,248 -- 206,175** 3.90% 
MDLI 50,768 68,760 -- 139,554** 3.43% 
Greater Triangle Area 
Transportation Plan 65,353 89,661 91,746 139,639 2.56% 

* CAGR calculated using 2010 employment totals and latest estimates/projections. 
**Estimated using CAGR applied to latest employment estimate. 

For the purposes of the Greater Triangle Area Transportation Plan, the W&P projection obtained in 
2020 was selected as the preferred employment projection for Gallatin County. The projections predict 
about 140,000 jobs in 2040 which translates into a 2.56 percent growth rate. This aligns well with the 
growth rate used for population projections (2.5 percent).  

6.2.2. Greater Triangle Study Area 
The total employment within the study area was extracted from a travel demand model developed by 
MDT in 2014. Similar to the process followed to establish baseline population data, GIS analysis was 
used to identify the total employment within all census blocks entirely within or crossed by the study 
area boundary. This analysis found that about 8 percent of the total employment within the county 
occurred within the triangle study area in 2014.  

Again, 2020 baseline conditions were established. The current W&P employment estimate for Gallatin 
County was used to represent the total number of jobs in the county for the base year (2020). The 
proportions of jobs within each of the study areas was held constant from MDT’s 2014 travel demand 
model to establish baseline conditions. 

Table 6.4 presents employment projections for the year 2040 using the 2020 W&P projections. Future 
employment was projected using the 2.56 percent growth rate resulting in 139,639 by the year 2040. 
A total of 3,770 new jobs are predicted to occur within the study area under these assumptions.  

Table 6.4: 2040 Employment Projections 

Area 2014 Jobs 
(From TDM) 

% of County 
Jobs (2014) 

2020 
(Baseline) 

2040  
(2.56%) 

Net Change  
(2020-2040) 

Gallatin County 61,163 100% 91,746 139,639 47,893 
Greater Triangle Study Area* 4,814 8% 7,221 10,991 3,770 
Belgrade LRTP Study Area 7,175 12% 10,763 16,381 5,618 
Bozeman TMP Study Area 38,387 63% 57,581 87,640 30,059 
Outside Study Areas** 10,787 18% 16,181 24,627 8,447 

* The Greater Triangle Study Area projections exclude the population and housing units within the Belgrade LRTP 
and Bozeman TMP boundaries.  
** The Outside Study Areas projections include all areas within Gallatin County except those areas that are within the 
Bozeman TMP, Belgrade LRTP, and triangle study areas. 
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6.3. Allocation of Future Growth 
For 2040 future conditions, allocation of the housing and employment growth within the Triangle 
forecasting area was made based on input from the Advisory Committee (AC) as well as a review of 
existing land use and zoning maps for the county, growth policies, and other community planning 
documents. These projections will be used to predict future traffic volumes on the roadways within the 
study area.  

Figure 6.1 shows areas where future housing units are projected to be developed by the year 2040. 
As discussed previously, 2,786 new housing units were allocated within the triangle study area. To 
allocate the housing growth, the planning team considered current zoning designations, urban growth 
boundaries, potential for extension of utility services, known housing developments currently under 
construction or planned in the future, and likely development based on adjacent usage.  

Similarly, Figure 6.2 shows where the projected increases in jobs are anticipated through the year 
2040. A total of 3,770 new jobs were allocated within the LRTP study area. For allocation of 
employment growth, the planning team considered expansion of existing employment centers and 
potential locations of future employment centers based on zoning designations and adjacent land use.  

Future growth and land use within the Belgrade LRTP and Bozeman TMP boundaries can be found 
in their respective planning documents. For the remainder of Gallatin County, outside of the triangle, 
Bozeman TMP, and Belgrade LRTP boundaries, uniform growth rates are assumed to allocate an 
additional 7,950 housing units and 8,447 jobs. 

After the planning team completed initial assignments of housing and employment through 2040, 
representatives from the county were consulted to reach consensus on the distribution. This enabled 
the planning team to consider and revise the growth assignments as needed based on the county’s 
knowledge of recent land use trends, land availability, development limitations, land use regulations, 
planned public improvements, and known development proposals. 
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Figure 6.1: Housing Growth (2020 - 2040) 
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Figure 6.2: Employment Growth (2020 - 2040) 
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