
The study area for the Greater Triangle Area Transportation Plan generally includes the areas between Four Corners, 
Belgrade, and Bozeman extending south to Gallatin Gateway. It includes the areas of Gallatin County where 

development is likely to occur in the future. The plan is intended to integrate with the planning efforts of the cities of 
Bozeman and Belgrade but is focused on the areas outside of these communities.

STUDY AREA



WHAT IS A TRANSPORTATION PLAN?
A transportation plan provides a blueprint for guiding transportation infrastructure investments based 
on system needs and anticipated developments over the planning horizon. Transportation plans consider 
previously completed planning efforts, provide an in-depth analysis of existing and projected traffic, safety, and 
infrastructure conditions, and identify feasible recommendations to be implemented over the planning horizon. 
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WE ARE HERE

Transportation plans help identify potential improvements to be completed as funding becomes available. These 
planning efforts are conducted before project identification, design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction.
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AREAS OF CONCERN
TRAFFIC CONDITIONS

5%   9%
of traffic on roadways in the
study area (excluding I-90) is
HEAVY VEHICLES

to

EXISTING (2021)
4 of 10 

PROJECTED (2041)
8 of 10 

study intersections operate at LOS D OR WORSE during at least one peak hour

SAFETY

26% were REAR END crashes

20% were
RIGHT ANGLE crashes

45%
crashes occurred at an
INTERSECTION 

* Crashes reported in the GTATP study area (excluding Bozeman and Belgrade urban boundaries) between January 1, 2017, and December 31, 2019

25 SERIOUS INJURY
CRASHES

1,042 TOTAL CRASHES
(2017 - 2019)*

3 FATAL
CRASHES

crashes involved a
PEDESTRIAN

3
crashes involved
a BICYCLE2

2 AT-GRADE
RAIL CROSSINGS

in the study area (BNSF Rail)

2 BRIDGES

in the study area
are rated as POOR

1ROADWAY
SEGMENT

rated as having poor
pavement condition
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commute mode share in Gallatin
County (2019), [82% DROVE]

5.9%

0.5%

8.1%

2.6%

TRAFFIC VOLUMES BEGINNING 
TO EXCEED ROADWAY CAPACITY
on S Alaska Rd, E Valley Center Rd,

Love Ln, and Baxter Rd 

3%
 of crashes

involved
LARGE TRUCKS or BUSES

29%
occurred at night with
NO LIGHTING

of crashes
41%
of crashes occurred under
ADVERSE ROAD CONDITIONS
(snowy, icy, wet roads)

of

35%
were 

FIXED OBJECT crashes 

Limited NON-MOTORIZED
FACILITIES and TRANSIT SERVICE
within the study area

25 MILES OF
TRAILS AND PATHS needed by 2040
to accommodate projected growth



FUTURE GROWTH
An analysis of the projected transportation system 
was performed to estimate how traffic patterns and 
characteristics may change from the existing conditions 
in the future. Anticipated future housing and employment 
growth is allocated within the study area, as shown in the 
figure to the right. The areas are generalized and grouped into 
three categories:

• HIGH DENSITY GROWTH: Dense commercial and 
mixed-use business parks and multi-level residential 
buildings with large numbers of units.

• MODERATE DENSITY GROWTH: Small retail and 
service businesses and residential buildings with a small 
number of units.

• LOW DENSITY GROWTH: Small businesses with few 
employees and residential areas occupied primarily by 
single family homes with large lots.

The figure also shows where traffic growth is expected to 
occur given future development assumptions. The corridor 
growth represents additional traffic that could be added to 
the existing network if development occurs in the manner 
projected. This visualization helps identify which roads may 
need additional investment to accommodate future growth. 
The corridors are categorized as follows: 

• HIGH GROWTH: Higher density developments are 
anticipated to occur near the corridor and are expected 
to have greater impacts on the adjacent transportation 
facilities.

• MODERATE GROWTH: A mix of both high- and low-
density developments is anticipated near the corridor. 
Moderate impacts to the adjacent transportation system 
are anticipated.

• LOW GROWTH: Lower density developments are 
anticipated to occur near the corridor. Minimal impacts to 
the adjacent transportation system are anticipated.



PRELIMINARY 
FACILITY 
RECOMMENDATIONS
A total of 53 facility improvements were 
recommended within the GTATP study area. The 
recommended projects are intended to improve the 
major roadways within the transportation system 
and ensure that they are sufficient to accommodate 
existing and future travel demands through the 
year 2040. The recommendations are focused on 
areas currently experiencing issues, as well as areas 
expected to need improvements to accommodate 
future growth. Recommendations include:

• 10 Committed (COM) Projects which are 
projects that are likely to occur within five years 
and have a dedicated funding source.

• 24 Transportation System Management (TSM) 
improvements which are lower cost, “tune-up” 
type improvements that address safety and 
operations at spot locations.

• 19 Major Street Network (MSN) improvements 
which are larger scale projects intended to 
address existing and future network demands and 
substandard roadways. 

• Future Road Connections needed to complete 
the visionary major street network over the next 
several decades.



PRELIMINARY 
NON-MOTORIZED  
NETWORK 
RECOMMENDATIONS
To address multimodal concerns, 29 non-motorized 
network recommendations are included in the 
GTATP. These recommendations are intended 
to improve connectivity within the study area 
for non-motorized users and compliment the 
motorized vehicle network. Some non-motorized 
facilities may be constructed in conjunction with 
other transportation projects, while others may be 
completed as standalone projects. Recommendations 
include:

• 15 Shared Use Path improvements including 
extensions of existing paths and construction 
of new paths in locations lacking appropriate 
facilities.

• 9 On-Street Bicycle Facility improvements 
including bike lanes or widened shoulders to help 
improve the safety and mobility of non-motorized 
users.

• 5 Spot Improvements intended to address 
specific concerns or challenges at spot locations 
within the study area.



VISIONARY MAJOR 
STREET NETWORK
An appropriate long-term vision for the transportation 
network was developed for the GTATP study area 
based on the anticipated development and 
corridor growth within the area. The established 
routes are intended to connect to primary 
destinations and provide continuous routes 
between Bozeman, Belgrade, Four Corners, Gallatin 
Gateway, and other unincorporated areas.

The figure to the right illustrates the visionary 
transportation network at full build-out and serves 
as a guide for future land development and 
transportation projects. All future alignments shown 
are conceptual in nature and may vary based on 
outside factors. While it is likely that many of the 
corridors shown will not be developed into roads for 
many decades to come, establishing a visionary 
network helps ensure that future roads are developed 
in an efficient and logical fashion, consistent with 
community planning goals.



VISIONARY 
NON-MOTORIZED  
NETWORK
The visionary non-motorized transportation 
network includes on-street bicycle facilities and 
shared use paths. The visionary networks from 
the Bozeman TMP, Belgrade LRTP, and Triangle 
Trails Plan were consulted to help establish a 
cohesive long-term vision for accommodating non-
motorized transportation within the greater triangle 
area. Extensions of facilities are recommended 
as appropriate to provide continuity throughout 
the Gallatin Valley and facilitate convenient 
connections to meaningful destinations such as 
schools, trailheads, parks, and commercial areas.

Proposed alignments shown are a planning-level 
representation of intended routes and may be 
modified depending on a variety of factors. Like 
the visionary major street network, the visionary 
non-motorized network is far-sighted and 
ambitious. It is likely that many of the pedestrian 
and bicycle facilities shown will not be developed 
for many decades to come. However, establishing 
this visionary network helps to assure that non-
motorized facilities will be considered with future 
development and constructed in a manner that is 
logical and convenient for non-motorized users.



NEXT STEPS
Using public feedback from this outreach effort, the planning team will refine the preliminary recommendations 
and visionary networks as appropriate. All previously completed work, as well as a discussion on funding sources 
and implementation, will then be compiled into the overarching Greater Triangle Area Transportation Plan. The draft 
plan is expected to be available in late March 2022 and will be made available for a formal public review period. All 
public comments will be considered by the planning team and incorporated into the final plan as appropriate. The final 
GTATP, expected at the end of April 2022, will be presented to the Gallatin County Commission for adoption. 
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QUESTIONS?
CONTACT

Levi Ewan
Gallatin County Engineer

Call: 406.582.3250
Email: levi.ewan@gallatin.mt.gov

Scott Randall, PE, PTOE
Consultant Project Manager

Call: 406.447.5000
Email: srandall@rpa-hln.com

www.TriangleTransportationPlan.com


